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FORGING EXTRAORDINARY MEN WHO 
INFLUENCE THEIR WORLD FOR CHRIST 



Now, more than ever, we see the need for young men to find their 
hope and purpose in Jesus Christ, both in this life and the next. As 
young men continue their struggle to find real-life connections, 
daily drive, and life-long purpose, we want to point them towards 
the solutions. We want to help them find their identity in Christ. We 
want to help them connect with other like-minded young men 
and older mentors. We want to help them find the good things 
God has placed inside them as men, and then learn how to use 
them in a life marked by sacrifice and service. We want God to 
be glorified in the lives of our students, our staff, the people we 
serve, and the work that we do. Above all else, we want to display 
Christ, for He is our only hope in life and death! 

Major Jesse Boulden, Unit 40
ALERT Commanding Officer| 



ALERT ETHOS

THE GOSPEL transforms a man

DISCIPLINE strengthens a man

HARDSHIP matures a man

CAMARADERIE sharpens a man

TRAINING equips a man

SERVICE focuses a man
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We believe that only the Gospel brings lasting transformation, 
so we infuse the Gospel into every aspect of the ALERT 
Academy. In each phase of training, we set aside daily time 
for personal Bible study and scripture memory so that the 
men build habits of consistent time in the Word. The men 
have Bible studies with the officers and instructors, group 
prayer times, weekly small group meetings, and one-on-one 
conversations with their leadership, all designed to continually 
bring the Gospel into daily life. Our goal is to saturate the 
ALERT program with the Gospel so that, through the work of 
the Holy Spirit, each man will finish his training totally changed 
by God’s grace, walking in a deep relationship with Him, and 
wanting to glorify Him in everything he says and does.

ALERT ETHOS

THE GOSPEL   
TRANSFORMS A MAN



Long-term faithfulness is built on daily disciplines and habits 
because they shape the direction of our lives. We intentionally 
create a culture of discipline by utilizing tools such as our 
military-style structure, uniform and jurisdiction inspections, 
physical training, and scripture memory. As the men progress 
through each phase of training, they are expected to take 
more personal responsibility, helping them to develop a 
mindset of self-discipline and time management. Our goal 
is that the repetition of daily habits would strengthen each 
man, help them cultivate personal responsibility, and better 
equip them to faithfully live out their calling as men. 

ALERT ETHOS

DISCIPLINE   
STRENGTHENS A MAN



We believe hardship is essential for developing maturity and 
resilience, so we intentionally incorporate difficult situations 
and challenges into our training. Pressures like intense hikes, 
all-night scenarios, and unexpected training events give the 
men a wake-up call, bring perspective about who they are, 
and offer opportunities for growth. These challenges stretch 
them physically, mentally, and emotionally, encouraging 
them to rely on God. Hardships push us past our limits, bond 
us together as men, and mature us in ways that a comfortable 
and easy life never could. So rather than shying away from 
hardship, we intentionally embrace it because of the growth 
and mental resilience we know will come as a result.

ALERT ETHOS

HARDSHIP    
MATURES A MAN

“I took the Missions 
course as one of my first 
steps in preparation to 
be a missionary to East 
Africa. I learned a lot and 
gained perspective. My 
faith was strengthened, 
and I understand prayer 
more now.” 

SOLOMON D. | UNIT 68
STUDENT FROM OHIO



In order to effectively influence their world for Christ, young 
men need real connection with Godly friends and mentors. 
Living in genuine community is vital for sustained growth and 
maturity. Our training is designed to help the men build close 
friendships and camaraderie as they face new experiences, 
pressures, and successes together. We incorporate elements 
such as structured peer-to-peer feedback, personal 
investment from leadership, and small unit sizes to sharpen 
the men and model the value of authentic relationships. 
We desire that the men would build upon these friendships 
after returning home and intentionally seek out meaningful 
connections and discipleship within their communities and 
churches.
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CAMARADERIE  
SHARPENS A MAN

“During Basic I grew a 
lot closer to God and 
learned to lean on Him 
through my ups and 
downs. I feel like I will 
be more equipped for 
life, and have a better 
relationship with God 
because of Basic 
Training.”

 AIDAN B. | UNIT 69
STUDENT FROM MOZAMBIQUE



We believe that learning a variety of practical, hands-on, and 
interpersonal skills broadens a young man’s capacity and 
willingness to face life’s challenges. The ALERT training model 
is designed around focused classroom instruction, extensive 
field training, and professional application. Our courses are 
led by experienced instructors who are passionate about 
developing men, both personally and professionally. Our 
goal with each aspect of our training is to help build personal 
competence, equip our students with an excellent foundation 
of skills, and prepare them to shoulder the responsibilities of 
life with courage and resolve.

ALERT ETHOS

TRAINING   
EQUIPS A MAN



Service broadens a young man’s perspective by shifting his 
focus away from himself. We desire that the men view their 
time in training not simply as a means to better themselves 
but as a way to prepare for a life given to serving others. 
We incorporate regularly scheduled service deployments 
to provide the men with practical opportunities to serve. 
Throughout their time at ALERT, students are also encouraged 
to look beyond their own needs and help the men around 
them. Our motto is “strong to serve,” and we desire that the 
ALERT Academy would produce men who are spiritually 
sound, physically fit, and ready to serve.

ALERT ETHOS

SERVICE 
FOCUSES A MAN

“Coming to Basic Training 
has been the best thing 
I have ever done, and it 
has had such a positive 
influence on me. ”

 WYATT R. | UNIT 69
STUDENT FROM KENTUCKY



ALERT MOTTO

STRONG 
TO SERVE

“ALERT has been a huge blessing to me in 
every aspect of my life; I am forever grateful 
to God for giving me the opportunity. As I do 
missions work here in Mexico, I realize more 
and more how important it is to not be self-
focused, and am reminded of Basic Training 
where we were taught to focus on others 
and not ourselves. It is something that I am 
so grateful for. I have also thought a lot on 
ALERT’s vision “Forging Extraordinary Men 
who will Influence their World for Christ” as 
we go out and help widows, orphans, the 
homeless, drunks, and beggars. I see more 
and more how our influence goes far and 
wide, staying even after we are gone.” 

ITHIEL P.  |  UNIT 68
STUDENT FROM MEXICO
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